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HEALTH FACILITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
FOR MAY 12, 2003 MEETING 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
 

A. Meeting Called to Order:  4:00PM  May 12, 2003 
 
B. Roll Call: 
 

Present        Absent 
CAPT Jose Cuzme, Chairperson    CDR Merritt Lake 
CAPT Douglas Ott, Vice Chairperson 
CAPT Michael Verschelden for Diane Stewart 
CAPT Paul Fardig 
Mr. Kenneth Harper 
CAPT Gary McFarland 
CAPT Kerry Gragg 
CDR Darrell LaRoche, Recording Secretary 

 
 Visitors 
 CAPT Dennis Barber 
 CAPT Kevin Stover 
 CDR Rick Wermers 
 Mr. Gilbert Harrison 
 Mr. Rick Boyce 

 
 
C. Approval of the previous meeting minutes:  None Available 
 
D. Old Business 

 
Mr. Harper presented the motion that the HFAC will not leave Portland 
without resolution on the Radon and Standby Power Issues, the motion 
was seconded, PASSED unanimously. 

 
(1) Radon Guidance   (Voting Item) 
 
The March 27, 2003 draft of Technical Handbook Chapter 21-2.4 Radon 
Control and Mitigation was presented to the committee for discussion and 
acceptance.   
 
Discussion 
 
There was discussion that a March 24, 2003 version of the draft made 
reference to NFPA 5000.  The March 27, 2003 version represented changes 
made at Engineering Services – Seattle and had deleted Section 4 reference to 
NFPA 5000 from the March 24 version.   
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Mr. Harper had a copy of the American Concrete Institute’s (ACI) referenced 
section for sealing a floor slab.  Everybody interested had the opportunity to 
review the material.   
 
CAPT Verschelden raised the question if you seal a vapor barrier wouldn’t a 
perforated pipe under the vapor barrier vented to the outside be needed to 
move the build up of gas under the barrier?   The general feeling was the 
pressure would relieve the gas around the barrier.  The barrier would be used 
as a retardant.  Holes in the barrier would allow gas to pass through. 
 
A question was asked regarding the applicability of the NFPA 5000, the issue 
being if the code is referenced in a guidance, doesn’t that assume we adopted 
the entire code?  Jim Crawford, ES-Seattle, in an e-mail suggested referencing 
IRC Appendix F instead of NFPA 5000.  CAPT Ott questioned what IRC 
Appendix F stated exactly as a copy was not available.  The Committee 
assumed, based on Mr. Crawford’s recommendation, that NFPA 5000 and 
IRC Appendix F covered the same items related to radon mitigation.  The 
general feeling of the Committee was to change the reference to IRC rather 
than NFPA 5000. 
 
Mr. Rick Boyce asked if a provision for a pipe through the house should be 
added? 
 
CAPT Ott suggested striking the language related to the U.S. Army Technical 
Manual since there was general agreement to accept IRC Appendix F. 
 
CAPT McFarland suggested striking the word “perforated” from section C. 3), 
the second paragraph, first line. 
 
CAPT Fardig suggested striking references to specifics from C. 3), second 
paragraph, assuming that the IRC Appendix F will cover the requirements.  
CAPT Fardig also suggested adding a section C. 4) as presented in the March 
24, 2003 draft with the reference change from NFPA 5000 to IRC Appendix 
F. 
 
A motion was made to accept Chapter 21-2.4 Radon Control and 
Mitigation as presented in Attachment A.  The motion received a second. 
 
Vote: PASSED 6 yeas, 2 nays 
 
Final Action:  CAPT Fardig, CAPT Ott, and CAPT McFarland will 
finalize the wording of the Chapter based on the product accepted by 
vote. 
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(2) Alternate and Standby Power Policy (Voting Item) 

 
The Generator Workgroup Recommendations for Guideline 21-5 
Modifications were presented to the committee for discussion and acceptance. 
 
Discussion 
 
The workgroup’s recommendations were reviewed by all present.   
 
Recommendation 1 
 
There was clarification that Alcohol/Substance Abuse Program Facility in 
Recommendation 1, factor A was residential treatment facilities. 
 
It was suggested that factor C Persons Resident in Facility be clarified to use 
licensed number of beds. 
 
There was a question about who authorizes or designates a facility as a 
“designated by emergency management plan for continuous service”.  The 
committee suggested adding a footnote that the designation be documented by 
a proper authority in order to receive credit. 
 
Recommendation 2 
 
Comment made to strike the word “approval” and change to “decision” in the 
last sentence of Recommendation 2. 
 
Recommendation 3 
 
This recommendation was clarified that it applied to existing facilities. 
 
The last sentence of Recommendation 3 second paragraph should be changed 
to read “…funding be used for the purchase, replacement, or installation of the 
generator…” 
 
Recommendation 4 
 
Accepted as is. 
 
Mr. Harper expressed his concern that the recommendations, as presented, 
could qualify every facility for a generator. 
 
A motion was made to accept the Generator Workgroup’s 
Recommendations as presented in Attachment B, incorporating the 
changes discussed above.  The motion received a second. 
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Vote: PASSED 6 yeas, 2 nays 
 
Final Action:  The Recommendations will be incorporated in IHS 
Technical Handbook Chapter 21-5. 

 
 

E. New Business 
 

(1) Water Management    (CAPT Stover) 
To be presented at a later date 

 
(2) Sustainability Workgroup Proposal  (CAPT Stover) 

To be presented at a later date 
 

F. Other Issues 
 

(1) Open Discussion – none 
(2) Next Conference Call – July ????? 

 
G. Adjourn  6:40PM 


